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"net_condition" is an exhibition about making art in an online
universe
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If You Truly Want To Heal
Yourself Download This Free
Healing Exercise
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One of the residing feelings one gets from this show is of extreme institutional
discomfort intermittently broken by a kind of rebel yell affirming its right to exist.
In so far as net art has inflicted such a schizophrenic identity crisis on its
adversary, and despite the mist of guilty embarrassment hovering around many
artworks, it can be said to have fulfilled its own objectives in the exact moment
that it becomes extinct. Or if not extinct, then simply something else.
Net_condition provides the genre with a death-or-rebirth style conundrum which
could have been lifted right out of a Cronenberg movie.
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But bludgeoning net art with its erstwhile utopian aspirations has become as
automated as the spasmodic twitches of rigor mortis, and to dwell on it would
mean ignoring the more interesting sides of net_condition's gargantuan scope
and spectacle. Although the show has what appear to be franchises at @ AVL
ART GATE/steirischer herbst in Graz, the @ InterCommunication Center in
Tokyo and the & Media Centre d'Art i Disseny in Barcelona, judging by the
relative lists of artists' names the exhibition at the & Zentrum fiir Kunst und IT-SEcherheitsstudie
Medientechnologie in Karlsruhe easily comprises its most significant portion. Deutschland

Die Sicherheitsstudie
mit Gber 500 kleinen
und mittelstandischen
Unternehmen im
Vergleich.
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Bayern droht mit Verfassungsklage gegen

The scale of the venue alone is a material fact that sends the mind reeling off Merkels Flichtlingspolitik

into giddy speculations over the immense cultural power that the media arts Polen: Druck auf der StralRe gegen Fliichtlinge
have accrued. Standing in its vast atrium, staring who knows how many

husndreds of feet skywards, one knows that the words 'marginality’ and 'media
art' have been irrevocably severed But this interior also provides the backdrop
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TRULIY I SRUMNGEH RQWIMIKY VWH HXE HUMRY K VRH VKHHUYRQE H R @AWWy
DQG QHWFXGMUDCSURMIRW \KDWKDYH EHHQ P DGH RYHUMH SDVWYH \ HDY RUVR

[1=. 0 WDFKHV XV RQHWMIQ) DERXWKH QHBFRQGMRQ (W DERXVWKDWANDQI H
AVRMRQE\ Z KIFK \WH FRUXFRSID Rl SURMPW DUH FRSVHG \RI HXHU QH \WH
SOQHVR DIDQ LOR\WWH GHFHSWYH VIQIXOUW R \WH EURZ VHU 6 HHQJ \KH VERUHY
R SURMFW DOGVSO\ HG RQWHURZ QFRP SXWMY P D\ KDYH EHHQD MIQ DI DIQM
WH QHE RN SUGFIS®! IWHD EXVANFHIBIQ J DYH\KRVH P DQ. KRXWY R DUNVARE
@ERXUD UDDV $OR O\ IQU \WH Q GP HOMRQDOW R DY RXWQ KLY FOWEDO

Z D\ FUDMG DQ IQMHAIL \RSR) UDSKIFDOUHDMRQUKLS EHE HHQWH H] KIEW

: KHUH QRUP DT RQH Z RX@ DSSURDFK Gl HUHQAOHWDUE RUN WURXI K K\ SHUENY
VHDUFK HQIIQHV RUIGEXWIEY D85/ KHUH RQH KDG\R SK\ VIED® P RYH \R YIHZ
WHP 7K WDOQUDMRO R YIWDO/SDAQ) LOR SK\ IEDOVSDFH KDG \WH QML)
HIHPWR P DNQU \WRVH UHDMRQUKISY P RUH VBN |, QAYIGXDCY. RUW EHFDP H
IQGRMGE\ DQDXWRQRP\ DQG GlLIHHQFH Z KIEK FDQ DVIP HY EH REVFXUHG E\ \WH
RBOAQ) HMURGP HOAR WH 1 HW7 KH UHFHVWIRQ R WH 1 HVWAVHD DARZ HG RKHU
IHDVWMUHV R \KH Z RINVR EHFRP H P R FRQVSIEXRXV

6\BA 1Q) Z W WKLY \WHP H IRUMMD P RP HQABQI HU \WH WDQUDMRQ R QRQ VSDUIDO
G\ IQR SK\ IEDORMEQRH DOR IRXQG IW DQDBI XH 1Q WH KIMRUFIVDMRQ RN GHW
DWV 2 CH VKRXG EUHO QR \WDVRQD GHADWEHUVH DQG GRADWDERXVHE R
Z DV VHBIPWIG IRUKLY NQG R WHDW HQW DQREHUKIQADAKH QRAVR Z HD
VXSSUHWHG KHDWR WHVKRZ QD P HAXP Z KIFK [V FRQAMAMRGD® GDW R
GQYXOH W RZ QKMRY RURIHUXS IW FRBIPYH ERG. DV D VSHAP HQ\R \WH
WHRUMAY VFDGHO GHWDIV KIMRY IV REQDUD REVEXUHGE\ IW \WQGHQR \R

UHP DIQ RQWH WP SRUDM XQALI HHQIDMG VXUDFH R \KH 1 HWS GRRXIK FHUBIQ
WDW @H WH HDUD XVH R SOIQ KW ODV RSSRVHG \R Q\WMUVRIE DUH DSSTFDMRQY
@H) OVK XQTXHWIRQDE® GDW D SIHFH Rl GHVDWD@YIQEI HY DSSHDUDGHZ
HYHY WP H\ RX GRZ QBDG\WHP RQR\ RXUEWRZ VHU

YGTRL-SFACE"
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3HURWP IQJ D KIMRY RQWH JHQUH 1V QR P HDQIHDWDQG VR DIWHP SWIAY RVMQ\R
SO\ \WH IDAYX\ VR GHWDW KDSS\ SUDQNAMU 7 KH KMRUDQ 1Q TXHWIRQ Z RXG
KDYH \R EH VRP HRQH DIHDG. ICRAX@WG DI DIQAKLY EUDQG Rl GHRHSWIRQ DQG
DE®! \R DGG WHURZ Q SUDGNMUIVK VSIQ VR WH SURFHW Rl KMRUEVDIRQ
YHQDP 1Q: HO IRXQGHUR \WH FXUDWMG RQIH VSDFHDED ZHE ZRXG VHHP \R
EHWWH SHUHPWP DQIRUWH MRE. & HMBIQD RQH FDQ RQD KRSH \WDWRH 1 HVG W

YRZ VHU Z KIFK KH FRGFHYHG 1Q FRIERUDWRQ Z W DUVW HIUH 6 KDZ IV P HDQW

DVVRP HNQG R DRNH 7KH EURVZ HULY D KXJ HO RYHW]. HG @NXIG FY ABO/FUHHQ
Z KIFK IR DBQJ WDFNY FRQIMRDIG E\ D FRUBBIM DQG XQZ IHG. NH ERDLG
AIRSSIQ) DQG EDAQ 1BV DV IMWFRIGAGHY ZIW 8 5/ V Z IWHQ RQWH Z DAIQ

BMDVHA7 KLY GHODMUQ) R \WH EURZ Q) H] SHUHQRH LOR RQH Rl SXETE DQG ICHSW

SHURWP DQFH DV RSSRVHG\R D SUYDWM DQG KDENMDCSUDRIEH FHABIQD P RANY \KH
FOP V. GMRMRQY R WH KIMRUEDCBURAHW $JDIQ WH IQWRGXAIRQR! SK\ IEDO
VSDFH IQR \WH YILWDO/SDMDON R \WH JHQUH  \WH VRHHQWIKQRDY DBQ) WH
WDFNY  KDUGHWHG SK\ EDOVSDRH \R J DIQ FUMFDOBIYHUDIH - & RX@ \KLY EH DQ
DUXP HOAQ IDYRXUR WH IQAMMRQV URBH 1Q GVSD 1Q) RQIH DMERIN'

| Vv H DRV® KHUH WDWZ H VWP EG1 RQWH FHOADCBUREGP R \WHWKRZ \KH
FROADGRRY SURFHW R GHFRQM \WDDAQ) \WH RQEDH XQYHWH RUGHERINHG
UHDOWY RUZ KDWMYHUIQ RIEHUWR H SOIQ DQG H SBUH W7 KH SUP VH R \WH
QHBFROGMRYQ DV RAMIHG B\ WH FKIH FXUDRUS HMU: - HEHO GMWHURXUDRUDO
P RUDY R WH . DUDWXKH FRP SROHQMADUH :  DIMUYDQ GHUEXIMHQ * RR) | @ HU
- RDQGHV* RHEHOO DWMDV 2 WMZ R - HIUA 6 KDZ DQG+DQV 3 HMUB FKZ DU
1V WH VKUWURP \KH GHSHQGEHQRH RQ P DWUDON \R WP SRUDDNV

) RUH DP SB! DV \WH EWRFKXUH IQRIP VXV $ QGHZ JBEDCHRRGRP\ HP HUHV
ZKIFK 1V QR G@QIHUEDVHG RQ SIRGXAW EXVRQWP H ) XQQ WHQ WDWHLY VKRZ
UHDHG VR KHDYIO RQIIE D KXJH SK\ EDGH SDQVH Z W LQAYIGXDCREMAN DD
BANHG IQR WHURZ QWP H VFDBN 96XVKH UHDCBRIQAKHUH IV P RUH WH M/XH R
KRZ WH UH HUHQARQEH XQYHWH FDQ EH UHSUHVHQMG WURXIK D P HIH \KRXIK
QRHNHBW DUARQMKIQ) (DQUIHR DURRUW 7KHWP GHERIY KDV GHD®
EHFRP H D ASKHUIRUVD, 1Q) HYHW\KLQ) Z M \WH SURYIVR \WDWHYHY\MIQ) EH
IDP HG B\ WFKQRBU\

1 HBFRQGMRQ DWHP S\WMG R UH GFWKILY KROAF FRQOHAMGCHW  1Q Z KIFK \WH
FXUDRY/ IIDQND DRNQRZ ®IGI H \WDVWRR SGFN RXVWKH \WWUHDG FD@IG DY R SX@
Z W VD Z KRB QI GIG WDICRI DWRADWG VRADO FXGMUDO \WMRKQEFDADQG SRFDO
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UMUMKWV WURAJ K LAY KYFW IWHAVLYH VIAWDIFMIRY RE Z KU WAMKFUVRLAY UV Vi
ZKIFK P LI KWEHWHUUH GPVWKH VKRZ V SUHP IVH 7KH IGHD R FRQQHRAMW VIBUW \R
UAVHP EGIWH / DXU Q+ LOWDFN ( YHYWIQJ IV ( YHYWIQ) DQGEHFRP HV DV

XQZ IHO, DV W SDQKHMIF FRUHDWM HYHY WIQ) IV SRIWDO ,QVRP DQ ZD\V
\KL/ | HOMNH \WH DWHP SV FUHDW D %RU HVIDQ P DS IRUD WAUMRY Z KIFK Z DV

1P SRME® OUH DQG Z KIFK HQGHG XS GRNQI @\H D SRANHWKDQENHUKIH
GURSSHG IQ WH IRRKIQY RN \WWH + [P DDA\ DV

7R\KIY FUMAVP \KH J USH FDQ DOR EH DGGHG WDWRR P DG R \WHVH Z RUW
ZHH YHY OMD® GDP DIHGE\ WHUVHYHIDGRH IURP \WH 1 HWS$ JRRGH] DP SBIR
WLV Z DV \KH RIGQH SUHVHQBMRQR 0 0 INR H9 V Z HEVIM Z KIFK LV SUP DUD DQ
DXAR DUFKLYH DQG Z KIFK GGQWKDYH D IXQRURQQ) 5 HDOB XAR 3 O\ HURQ ERDLG
W RI@H ABAXY J DYH WH YIHZ HUQR FKDQPH \R GRZ QBDG RQH | RUMHP VHOHY
7KLY GVDE@Y R \WWH YIHZ HU Z KRVH URB! 1Q \WH UHFRQFHSWDO/DWRQ R DWVDV DQ
RSHQ DQG HQGBM/O IGFRP SBMI VA VWP 1V VR FHQADO VKRX@ QRWKDYH EHHQR
FIDAMD RYHBRN\HG IQD VKRZ R WY QDWUH $ QRIKHUH, DP SBI R YIHZ HU
GQVDEGP HQAZ DV D SXUHD DWW RVSKHUE EDQN R KMRUEDOFRP SXWMY XQUQ) RG
RSHUDICY Vi VP V DQG J DP HY VRIE DUH Z KIEK RQH Z DV QRADEBZ HG\R \RXFK. ,Q
WY UAVSHAANH VKRZ  DQG\R P DQ. H] \MQN WH H, KIEW \WHP VHOHV VHHP HG\R
KDYH R XQKRRN WH GHE RINHG RUIQMDRYH QDX R WIQIV 1Q REHUR SURYH \R
XV WDWALY FUD \ GHEZRINWMQ) 1V HD® RXWR FRQARO

7KIVILRQ IV Z RW D P HQIRQ EXWIRKIQ) P RUH & HIBIQD GR RGH IV H SHAITY
HWNHUWH DUARUH H] KIEMRQ VR EH RQH DQG WH VDP H DV IW GHE RIHG UHHBHQW
DQG WHVH NQGY Rl GHIEHIDW GMRMIRQY DUH FXFIDOR UHYHDEY WRVH
WIQGHQAHV Z KIFK VKHIMUEHKIQG \WRKQREJ\ QHXWDOY 7 KH DOEZRUWV [Q
GHBFRQEMIRQ RIWQ XVHG UAMEWMG A VAP \/ \R DQDOVH \WH UUEMYHQHW R \WH
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YHOG" IHP HUV EUGDQMEP EQY IQABTMRQ0  HVF VR EHIIQ KRRNHG WH YIHZ HY
IQR GHHSWWHO KDUP GV IQMUHOMRQVKISY WURXI K \WHUXVH Rl \WH FRP SXWMY/
DQG WMBISKRGHV 1Q D EDQDABRNGQ) RIEFH VSDAH 8 VIQJ \WH IUHQGED IQMIDFH R
QHERUINHG FRP SXMUJDP HY P RQVRY IRUJ DXJ Q) HBIPFDCDRYIW DQG EDVIE
$, ADEIXH SIRIWDP P HY RQH FRX@ WDFN WH EHKDYIRXUR REHUYIMARY/

0 RQIUHV0 1 DIMUDCB HBIPURQ VHDUFK. HQJLQH GHOHY WH GCDUHUMGHV R GUHFW
GP RADA DV IWQYIWMY \KH XVHUVR LOSXWIDFMAHDURK \MUP V Z KIEK. UHYHDOKH
H \MOAR DEXVIYH DQG GVRUP IQDWQY Z HEVMMY  DQRWHUIRWP R VRFIDO
REVHYDMRQ Z KRVH EHQIQDIP V Z RXG VHHP \R BUIMP IVH IW P HDQV . QRZ ERIF
SHHDUKV0  BGHQFHY OYRWR [P P DMIDE! DQG WH FRIDERIMYH SURMPW

0 +80 %2 7E ' DQAHIAKUNKDIBAS REHUR &DERVILXSSRS -+ UHQ

( QH 8GR1RD3KICS 3RFRAN : RIIDQ) 6\BHKGI ) BUDQ: HJ DQG%ALIIW

© HQV ERW XVHG HBPARQE GHZRIW QMD® DQG P HISKRUED® DVDNQGR
FRP P RQOQIXDIH R XQ\ \MP SRID® FX@UD® DQG SK\ VIED® GVSDUDM
SKHQRP HQD - REDQ&WDQEDDY' WYH 7WDFN  DSSOHG\WH BZ JUDGH JWHHQ DQG
EOFNYIGHR IRRU H Z M Z KIEK Z H EHFDP H VR DFFXWRP HG GXUQ \WH* XO: DU
DQG. RVRYR &RQUTAWR D FRP SXMUJHGHIDWMG ADZIQ) R =. 0 IWHD ,QZD\VIDU
VRR QXP HIRXV R HDERUDW \WH QRIRQ R D GHE RUNHG J BEH Z DV \BNHQ DSDWE\
WH DU RIW RQVKRZ HQRXIK \R VKUVIKH GHEDWM DZ Dy IURP SRQGHIRXV KDQG
ZUQIIQ) RYHUWH [P SRMEIDY R DUNARF IQMYHQIRQ

QD P RYH DV FRMDY  DQG XQBUHARWE®! DV \WH EHKDYIRXURN GHE R
WHP VHOHV IWZ DV RIMQ\WH Z RNV Z KIFK Z HUH P RAHP SKDWFD® URRWMG [Q

P DAMUDDV DR HUHG \WH VKDUSHWBHYSHRAYH RQWH FRQAMRQ  7KH

5 HEXQEDQT HAKQRBU\ , QUIDIYHV IQABCIMRQ DAKRXJ K DGP IMHGD QRWEHYLDULY
IURP W \MHG DQG MG |RUP XO VRRN DSDWWRIDSSHG FRP SXWY DQG DUDQIHG
WHUIQUGHV 1Q SXUHD DHVKHIF IRP DIRQY 7KHWFKQRBI\  RQFH UREEHG R W
IXQRPURCDDN Z DV EL} DUHO P RUH WBQI IEG! DQG IRUWDWIHDVRQ HP SRZ HIQJ \KDQ
WH P\ IMEDMRQV RN VR P DQ RNHUH KIEW 7KLY KIQWMG DVWKH 15 VIGH VR \WH
HMOD® J RKIE VSHEXOMRQY RYHUWH FRP SB[ W DQG J REDMW Rt RXUZ RS \KH
I DPAKDVWNHVH UKHRUEY RIVMQ BDYH WH IQAYIGXDORYHZ KH® HG DQG

QVHP SRZHIG 7KLY GHEIMIMRQ R \KH IQAYIGXDY P XWEH VHYIQ) VRP HERG, V
SXBRHV

7KH RKHURYHY® P DMIDCY RINZ DV %DQN. - HIRQ 1 DI YRRNFKIQ DG $ Bf HM
6KXOIQV , QURGXFIRQWR 1 VS WD URZ. R VWRGH WEBIW [QZ KIFK WWH P DQ. P RUA
WDQ  FRP P DQGP HOW R GHADYZ HUH IQVFUEHG $ SDUWNURP \WHLVDIWUVDIRQ



oT thelr own cynical manipuiation of the avant-garae iapel and rapia fire
execution of some founding tenets and techniques of net art, the tablets
highlight the rampant dogmatism of cyber culture. Both these works undid the
notion of network culture's unpredictable, flexible and reactive structures
through figuring its monolithic characteristics in supposedly dumb matter. To
conclude, they revealed that everything is not only everything, but everything
can also really be 'something' and that something is far older than the millennial
frenzy over 'online universes' will allow. Perhaps one need go no further than
ZKM's atrium to have such a revelation.
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